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DEEPER LIFE BIBLE CHURCH, NEW ENGLAND REGION 

# Location Pastor & Wife Fellowship Times Address 

1 Boston 
MA 

Jacob ‘Dele Oni 
Mary Dele-Oni 
Eniola Adeleye 
Eunice Adeleye 

Sunday Worship (9:45 AM) 
Tuesday Bible Study (9:30 AM) 
Wednesday Bible Study (7:00 PM) 
Friday Revival Meeting (9:30 AM & 
7:00 PM) 

1020 TURNPIKE ST. (7A)  
CANTON MA 02021 
 617.869.0986 / 857.719.5991 
857.472.9293 / 857.719.4037 

2 Bridgeport 
CT 

Sunday Apanisile 
Christianah Apanisile 

Sunday Worship (9:45 AM) 
Tuesday Bible Study (7:00 PM) 
Friday Prayer Meeting (7:00 PM) 

955 Connecticut Av. Bldg. 1,  
Ste. 2101, Bridgeport CT 06604 
TEL: 203-627-3340 

3 Brockton,  
MA 

Friday Onyeoziri 
Favour Onyeoziri 

Sunday Worship (9:45 AM) 
Tuesday Bible Study (7:00 PM) 
Thurs. Revival Meeting (7:00 PM) 

450 PLEASANT ST,  
BROCKTON, MA 02301 
508-685-8404 / 508.685.8794 

4 Lowell 
MA 

Sola Aworanti 
Beatrice Aworanti 

Sunday Worship (10:00 AM) 
Monday Bible Study (9:00 AM & 
 7:00 PM) 
Friday Prayer Meeting (7:00 PM)  

246 MOORE STREET,  
LOWELL, MA 01852 
978-930-3827 / 978.930.4619 

5 Manchester 
NH 

Emmanuel Adekoya 
Beatrice Adekoya 

Sunday Worship (9:45 AM) 
Wednesday Bible Study (7:00 PM) 
Friday Prayer Meeting (7:00 PM) 

275 FRONT ST, 
 MANCHESTER, NH 03102 
 603-858-3127 / 603.858.3126 

6 New Britain 
CT 

Stephen Olakojo 
Florence Olakojo 

Sunday Worship (9:00 AM) 
Tuesday Bible Study (5:00 PM) 
Friday Prayer Meeting (5:00 PM) 

36 NORTH ST,  
NEW BRITAIN, CT 06051 
860-301-5363 / 860 .713.3305 

7 New Haven,  
CT 

Gabriel Babalola 
Bessy Babalola 

Sunday Worship (9:45 AM) 
Wednesday Bible Study (6:00 PM) 
Friday Prayer Meeting (6:00 PM) 

1605 WHALLEY AVE,  
NEW HAVEN CT 06515 
860.329.5795 / 860.329.5793 

8 Providence 
RI 

Ilesanmi Afolayan 
Catherine Afolayan 

Sunday Worship (10:00 AM) 
Tuesday Bible Study (9:00 AM & 
6:30 PM) 
Thursday Prayer Meeting (6:30 PM) 

20 SAN SOUCI DR,  
PROVIDENCE, RI 02940 
401-316-8432 /401.316.3867 

9 Springfield,  
MA 

Joseph Olayiwola 
Stella Olayiwola 

Sunday Worship (10:00 AM) 
Tuesday Bible Study (6:30 PM) 
Thursday Prayer Meeting (6:30 PM) 

534 UNION ST.,  
WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 01089 
 860-890-4598 / 860.538.6779 

10 Worcester, 
MA 

Emmanuel 
Ologuntere 
Adebisi Ologuntere 

Tuesday Bible Study (7:00 PM) 
Thursday Revival Hour (7:00 PM) 
Sunday Worship (9:45 AM) 

340 MAIN STREET, SUITE 235 
WORCESTER MA 01608 
774.441.2694 /774.7641271 
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Program Schedule 

  
WWoommeenn  FFeelllloowwsshhiipp  1100::0000aamm  --  44::3300  ppmm 

10:00 – 10:15 am  Opening Prayers 

10:15 – 10:25 am Praise Worship 

10:25 – 10:30 am Fellowship Hymn I – Upward Way 

10:30 – 11:15 am Exhortation I -  No Mountain Too High 

11:15 – 11:30 am  Prayer Session  

11:30 – 11:40 am Fellowship Hymn II – If the Lord be for us 

11:40 – 12:20 pm Exhortation II - The Place of Prayer in Child 
Training 

12:20 – 12:30 pm Prayers 

12:30 – 12:40 pm Praises  

12:40 – 1:20 pm Exhortation III – Love Him for Who He Is 

1:20 – 1:30 pm Prayer Session 

1:30 – 1:45 pm Recess / Meditation 

1:45 – 2:00 pm Praises and Congregational Hymn 

2:00 – 2:45 pm Exhortation IV - Revival of Love and Faith in the 
Home 

2:45 – 3:00 pm Prayer for Families 

3:00 – 3:30 pm Questions & Answers 

3:30 – 4:30 pm GS Message 

4:30 – 4:35 pm Announcement, Grace & Departure 
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Conference Hymns 

UPWARD WAY 

1. I’m pressing on the upward way, 
New heights I’m gaining every day; 
Still praying as I’m onward bound, 
“Lord, plant my feet on higher 
ground.” 
 

Refrain: 
Lord, lift me up and let me stand, 
By faith, on Heaven’s tableland, 
Where love and joy and life abound; 
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. 

2. My heart has no desire to stay 
Where doubts arise and fears dismay; 
Though some may dwell where those 
abound, 
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground. 

3. I want to live above the world, 
Though Satan’s darts at me are hurled; 
For faith has caught the joyful sound, 
The song of saints on higher ground. 

4. I want to scale the utmost height 
And catch a gleam of glory bright; 
But still I’ll pray till heav’n I’ve found, 
“Lord, plant my feet on higher 
ground.” 

IF THE LORD BE FOR US 

1 Rejoice in the Lord! O let His 
mercy, cheer, 
He sunders the bands that enthral; 
Redeemed by His blood, why 
should we ever fear, 
Since Jesus is our “all in all?” 

Refrain: 
“If God be for us, if God be for us, 
If God be for us, 
Who can be against us, 
Who, who, who? 
Who can be against us, against us?” 

2 Be strong in the Lord! Rejoicing 
in His might, 
Be loyal and true day by day; 
When evils assail, be valiant for the 
right, 
And He will be our strength, our 
stay. 

3 Confide in His Word, His 
promises so sure; 
In Christ they are “yea, and amen”; 
Tho’ earth pass away, they ever 
shall endure, 
‘Tis written o’er and o’er again. 

4 Abide in the Lord, secure in His 
control, 
‘Tis life everlasting begun; 
To pluck from His hand the 
weakest, trembling soul, 
It never, never can be done!  
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INWARD AND OUTWARD ADORNMENT  
OF A CHRISTIAN WOMAN 

1 Peter 3:1- 6; 1Timothy 2:9; 1 Corinthians 7:31; Romans 1 2:1-2. 

Dictionary defines Adornment as something that adds attractiveness; ornament 
worn to enhance or distinguish the wearer.  A Christian Woman must be different 
from her ungodly counterparts both in inward and outward adornment.  
Her adornment should be devoid of all forms of outrageous dress and 
behavior that will make her negatively conspicuous to the eyes and minds 
of her beholders (Proverbs 7:10). 

Worldly attire with broidered hair, gold or costly apparels are indeed a 
reflection of inward disposition of pride, pomposity and pride deep seated 
in the heart.  The type of beauty or splendor Jesus bestows upon His 
daughters is the inner beauty of the “Ornament of a meek and quiet spirit 
which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Peters 3:4). 

THE INWARD TRANSFORMATION OF A CHRISTIAN 
WOMAN: Isaiah 55:6,7; Romans 3:23,24; 1John 1 :8; John 1:12; 2  
Corinthians 5:17. 

The salvation experience is the foundation of a Christian woman's 
adornment.  This experience enables her to live a radiant life because 
without heart transformation she cannot please the Lord (John 15:5.) 

Question 1: What is the foundation of a Christian woman's adornment? 

Answer:  

 Acknowledgement of sin - Psalm 51:5: 66:18; Luke 18:1 3 
 Confession of sin and repentance - 1John 1:9; Pro.  28:13 
 Accepting Jesus as personal Lord and savior – Acts 4:12; John 1:12 

Question 2: What other spiritual experience will beautify a Christian woman and how? 

Answer: 

 Sanctification or Heart purity (1Peters 1:14-16; 1Thessalonians 5:23, 24; 
Hebrews 12:14). Thirst, consecrate and pray with Faith (Hebrews 13:12.) 

 

THE INWARD ADORNMENT OF A CHRISTIAN WOMAN - 
1Timothy 2:9,10; 1 Peter 3:3-5 

"Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 
and wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;  but let it be the hidden  
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man of the heart in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight of God of great price”  
(1 Peter 3:3,4). 

The real beauty of a Christian woman is heart purity. The holiness that 
shines through a heaven-bound Christian woman makes her to dress 
carefully and modestly in conformity with the dictates of God's word. 

Question 3: What are the things that characterize the inward adornment of a Christian 
woman? 

Answer: 

 A meek and quiet spirit (1 Peter 3:4) 
 Victory over sin through Christ power (1John 3:9; 5:4 ) 
 Daily manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-25) 
 Full of good works (Titus 2:7,14; 3:1) 
 Prayerfulness and watchfulness (1 Thessalonians 5:17;  

Ephesians 6:18) 
 Constant study and meditation of God's word   

(Joshua 1:8; 2 Timothy 2:15) 
 Absolute obedience to God's word (Psalm 119:16). 

THE OUTWARD ADORNMENT OF A CHRISTIAN WOMAN -2 
Kings .9:30, Isaiah·3:16-24; Jeremiah 4:30; 1Corinthians 7:31; 1Timothy 2:9,10; 
Deuteronomy 22:5; 1Peter 3:3-5; 1Corinthians 7:31; 1John 2:15-17; James 4:4; 
Romans 12:1,2. 

The Scriptures is replete with the records of women who adorned 
themselves in ungodly ways and their ends were nothing to write home 
about. We learnt that Jezebel in 2 Kings 9:30 "painted her face, and  tired 
her head”  The situation in Israel in the days of prophet Isaiah was pathetic 
as the daughters of Zion, who should set a model for other women to 
emulate were ·"haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and 
wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling 
with their feet" (Isaiah 3:16). The situation was not better in the time of 
prophet Jeremiah as the omen in Israel preoccupied themselves with 
worldly and ungodly adornment.  Here is what the Scriptures has to say 
about their condition and the repercussion that would follow their 
pernicious way: "And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do?  
Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee 
with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in 
vain shalt thou make thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek 
thy life" (Jeremiah 4:30). 
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Question 4: What are the consequences of worldly and ungodly adornment?  

Answer:  

 Rebuke and Rejection by God – Isaiah 3:17-26 
 Abandonment and Loneliness – Jeremiah 4:30 
 Loss of God's favor and presence - James 4:4; Hosea 4:17 

On the other hand, we have godly women who "adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, 
or gold, or pearls, or costly array" (1Timothy 2:9). Women like Sarah, 
Esther, Ruth, Deborah, Dorcas etc. are models for us to emulate in our 
dressings.  Outward adornment is the physical comportment of a Christian 
woman. Our dressing must not constitute a stumbling block to others, 
rather, it should cover our nakedness and glorify the Lord. 

Question 5: What should be the motives of our dressing as Christians? 

Answer: 

 To cover our nakedness (Genesis 3:21) 

 To glorify Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

It is important to note that golden wrist watches, chains, earrings, all forms 
of attachment to the hair, necklaces, low-neck, tight-fitting clothes, low-
back, transparent and any form of men's attire (Deuteronomy 22:5) are not 
appropriate for heaven-bound Christian women because they help to 
inflame pride and vanity. 

However, we should endeavor to be neat and presentable and shun every 
form of worldliness and vainglory. 

May the Lord help us all to keep the unchanging standard of God's word in 
this fast changing and moral decadent generation in Jesus name. 
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And of Naphthali he said, O 
Naphthali, satisfied with favor, and 
full with the blessing of the LORD: 
possess thou the west and the south. 
And of Asher he said, Let Asher be 
blessed with children; let him be 

acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. Thy shoe 
shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be . . . 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall 
say, Destroy them. Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain 
of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also, his heavens shall 
drop down dew. Happy art thou O Israel, who is like unto thee, O 
people saved by the LORD, the shield of thy help, and who is the 
sword of thy excellency! And thine enemies shall be found liars unto 
thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high places” (Deuteronomy 33:23-
29). 

When you set out to write the history of your life, at the end of your life’s 
pilgrimage on earth, you would love to look back and discover you have led 
a fruitful, flourishing, favored, full and fulfilled life. So here, using the 
letters of the alphabet, we are going to link up with the Scriptures to unravel 
what constitutes a fulfilled life and to help you begin a new chapter in your 
life’s history. Come along in faith as we begin with the letter A: 

A – Accept who you are, where you are, what you have as well as what you 
don’t have. Accept the place you were born, the way you look and the 
parents you came out through. If you go through life regretting the things 
you cannot change and over which you have no control, you will never 
make any progress. “All things work together for good to them that love 
God” (Romans 8:28). Accept Christ as your personal Savior. Accept Him as 
your strength, shepherd, sanctifier, supplier, sufficiency and sustainer. He 
alone can make a difference in your life, because “as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God” (John 1:12). 
As a child of God, the spirit will lead you into a rich and fulfilled life. You 
are also made a joint heir with Christ (Romans 8:14,17). Accept your 
spouse. Stop regretting your marriage to your husband or wife. Accept 
him/her the way he/she is, and trust God for whatever change you still 
expect. 

B – Believe God and His promises. If you believe, the stormy waters of life 
cannot overflow you nor its flames kindle upon you (Isaiah 43:2). When in  
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any strange situation, wait for God to speak before you take a step. Nothing 
can be lost by taking time. Strange situations never meet true children of 
God unprepared. What you have in whatever situation you may find 
yourself is just what you need. Moses, at the Red Sea, had the rod in his 
hand but never knew that was the solution to his problem until God spoke. 
Apostle Paul passed through a stormy water, and God sent him a message 
of hope. He believed God and said, “Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: 
for I believe God that it shall be even as it was told me” (Acts 27:25). 
“And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of 
those things which were told her from the Lord (Luke 1:45). It may look 
humanly impossible but once God has spoken, believe Him. 

C – Confess. Here, we mean not the confession of sins, but to “say the 
same thing that God says.” However, if you have any unconfessed sins, 
you are right to confess them, because sin hinders progress. Now, when 
you say the same thing as Satan, you are confessing the words of Satan. 
When you say the same thing as your enemies, you are confessing the 
words of your enemies. And when you say the same thing as Christ and 
the promises of God, you are confessing Christ and God. Moses, in spite 
of Pharaoh’s stubbornness and the weird displays of the Egyptian 
magicians, kept confessing the mandate of God: “Let my people go.” So, 
even if everything seems to be against you or upside down, keep 
confessing the promises of God. “For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation” (Romans 10:10). Don’t forget that the devil would want to know 
whether, if he starts behaving like Pharaoh, you will change your 
confession. Whatever you tell men that Jesus is for you, He will tell it to 
the Father, and the Father will confirm it for you (Matthew 10:32). 

D – Decree. Turn all your desires to decree. Do away with mere wishes. 
“Thou shalt also decree a thing and it shall be established unto thee: 
and the light shall shine upon thy ways” (Job 22:28). The need then 
arises for you to take care of your mindset, attitude and disposition. It is 
not pride to issue decree when it is God that authorizes us so to do. The 
truth is: If you have been conditioned to think and act like a slave, the 
tendency is that you will find it difficult to decree anything. It could be 
complexes or ignorance but not humility, if, as a child of the King of 
kings, you fail to make use of the authority vested on you to change your 
situation. Therefore, change your mode of prayer and begin a new chapter 
in your life. “Thus, saith the LORD . . . Ask me of things to come 
concerning my sons, and concerning the works of my hands 
command ye me” (Isaiah 45:11). 

E – Expect. Expect God’s goodness and mercy every day, since He  
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promised they shall follow you. Expect answers to your prayers when you 
have prayed and believed. Expect job (if you need one), provisions, light, 
victory and satisfaction from the Lord each day. The Lord promised to 
give you the expectations of your heart; always expect something from 
Him. “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the 
Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected 
end” (Jeremiah 29:11). Borrow a leaf from David as he prayed: 
“Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast 
caused me to hope” (Psalm 119:49). “And now, O LORD God, the 
word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning 
his house, establish it forever, and do as thou hast said” (2 Samuel 
7:25). Expect Him to do as He has said. 

F – Follow Christ in all things. Read Mark 10:28-30. If you follow Christ, 
persecution is not the only result; there is much gain. So, if you have 
endured so great persecutions and have yet clung unto Christ, why not ask 
Him for those other things – good things – that should come along with 
following Him? The passage says, in this life you shall have houses, and 
lands, and brethren, and sisters and mothers plus persecution. And in the 
world to come, you will have eternal life. Christianity is not all thorns and 
no roses. There are even more roses, if you follow Christ truly. 

G – Give. What you give is what you receive. What you sow is what you 
reap. “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over . . .” (Luke 6:38). Give a 
smile and receive a smile back. Give a frown and the people will give it 
back to you. Give commendation, receive commendation. Give negative 
words and receive them back in measures. So, always sow good seeds 
around you. Depending on the maturation span of your seed, it may take 
time before you begin to reap, but you will surely reap what you sow. 

H – Hope in the Lord. “Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, 
and whose hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by 
the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not 
see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be 
careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit” 
(Jeremiah 17:7-8). True hope shines brightest when days are dark and dreary. 
When situations appear hopeless, that is the best time to hope in the Lord. 
Faith is stronger than feelings or fears. Father Abraham “against hope 
believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was spoken, so shall thy seed be” (Romans 
4:8). God calls those things which be not as though they were. 

I – Ignore the adversaries. Live as if the enemies were dead. Ignore 
obstacles. When you ignore them, God will get rid of them. “But the  
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people held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king’s 
commandment was, saying, Answer him not” (2 Kings 18:36). When the 
enemies brag and boast, act as if you didn’t hear. If they wrote you a letter, 
even in red ink, act as if you didn’t get it. Usually, it is those who run away 
from dogs that dogs bite. Advance boldly towards a barking dog, and it will 
pick race. “And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD 
went out, and smote an hundred fourscore and five thousand; and 
when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses” (2 Kings 19:35). When the Israelites ignored their adversaries, the 
Lord handled them. “It is finished” Jesus said; the Enemy is conquered. 

J – Join your life partner inseparably for success. By the divine art of God, 
you and your spouse have been made one flesh. When you get angry, you 
do not pull off one of your arms or legs or eyes. Why is it that once you get 
offended you cut off fellowship from your spouse? If you are going to start 
enjoying a flourishing life, don’t face different directions just because of 
little little misunderstanding. “O that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would consider their latter end! How 
should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, 
except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?” 
(Deuteronomy 32:29,30). Remain in agreement, united in faith and love, and 
you will do exploits for the Lord, for your lives and for your family 
(Matthew 18:18-19). 

K – Keep the covenant. “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine.” Since all the earth 
is the Lord’s, He gives it to His covenant children. “Keep therefore the 
words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that 
ye do” (Deuteronomy 29:9). See also Psalms 25:10; 103:17). 

L – Love the Lord. In Deuteronomy 30:6-10, God reveals that, if we love 
Him truly, He will make plenteous the works of our hands and bless the 
fruit of our body and of our ground. When God blesses the people that 
love Him, He does it joyfully. “. . . for the Lord will again rejoice over 
thee for good: And it shall come to pass if ye shall hearken diligently 
. . . to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, that I will give you the rain of your land in his 
season . . . that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and 
thine oil. And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou 
mayest eat and be full” (Deuteronomy 11:13-15). 

M – Meditate on God’s word. This is where many have serious problems. 
The mind cannot meditate on two different things at the same time. To 
meditate truly on the promises of divine healing, you must remove your  
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mind from the doctor’s report and from the pain on your body. Once you 
focus on the words of your enemy, you lose the promise and power of 
God in your life. “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night . . . for then 
thou shalt make thy way prosperous . . . Blessed is the man . . . 
(whose) delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night” (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-2). Your blessing comes as 
you put God’s word at the center of all you do. 

N – Neglect not the gifts, grace and guidance of the Lord. “Neglect not 
the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 
laying on of the hands of the presbytery” (1 Timothy 4:14). 

O – Obey God’s word. “But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice . . . 
then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto 
thine adversaries . . . and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and 
I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. There shall nothing 
cast their young, nor be barren . . . the number of thy days I will 
fulfill” (Exodus 23:22-26). Most of the rich promises of God are 
conditional, and they are based on obedience. 

P – Pray with faith and forgiveness. “What thing soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. And 
when ye pray forgive . . .” (Mark 11:24- 26). Our attitude and the state of 
our hearts, not the length or volume of words, determine the answers to 
our prayers. 

Q – “Quench not the spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Do not, for whatever 
reason, fail to obey the Holy Spirit whenever He speaks to you on any issue. 

R – Rely on the Lord. As long as king Asa of Judah relied on the Lord, he 
prevailed (2 Chronicles 13:18). But once when he relied on man, he was 
brought under (2 Chronicles 16:7). That was the first battle he lost in 35 
years, because he stopped relying on the Lord. 

S – “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.  ..” 
(Matthew 6:31-33). Once you have found God and His kingdom, you 
will begin to enjoy His palatial provisions. 

T – “Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land , 
and verily thou shalt be fed” (Psalm 37:3). If you truly trust God, you will 
be good and nice to all, knowing no fear of any enemy, because the Lord 
will fight for you. 

U – Undo the heavy burdens of others. “Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen? . . . to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go 
free . . . is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry . . . Then shall thy  
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light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth 
speedily . . . And the Lord shall . . . satisfy the afflicted soul in 
drought, and make fat thy bones, and thou shalt be like watered 
garden, and like a spring of water, whose water fail not” (Isaiah 58:6-
11). For you to flourish, think on how to alleviate the sufferings of others. 

V – Value salvation above everything else. “For what is a man profited, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Matthew 16:26). 
Contribute, do something to bring souls into the kingdom, too. 

W – Walk before the Lord. “. . . the LORD appeared to Abram, and 
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou 
perfect” (Genesis 17:1). 

X – X-ray your motives. It is not just what we do that counts, but why and 
how we do whatever we do. “Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory . . . Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus . . .” 
(Philippians 2:3-6,9). If your motive is right, your work will be bountifully 
rewarded. 

Y – Yield to God and His will. “Now, be ye not stiff-necked, as your 
fathers were, but yield yourselves unto the LORD . . . and serve the 
LORD your God, that the fierceness of his wrath may turn away from 
you” (2 Chronicles 30:8-9). 

Z – Zero in on the essentials of life. “. . . Jesus answered and said unto 
her . . . one thing is needful . . . which shall not be taken away from 
her” (Luke 10:39-42). Most of the things that buy our time do not really 
matter. So, don’t waste your time and life on trifles. 

(Culled from Women Mirror January 2006) 
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NO MOUNTAIN TOO HIGH 

Mountains! The word mountain immediately paints the 
picture of magnificence and resilience in the mind of 

anyone. Mountains appear (a) intimidating (b) 
challenging (c) insurmountable and (d) enduring. But 

the good news is that these physical mountains have 
been surmounted and climbed. Spiritual and 

psychological mountains are even easier to 
surmount, if God is with you. 

Eric J. Horst, an accomplished mountain climber and a teacher of climbing 
performance, recognized globally for his innovative strength and mental 
techniques, in one of his lectures on “Building Mental Muscles” wrote: 
“Consider that everything you are and will become is a direct function of 
your thoughts. Thoughts are precursors to almost every significant action 
you make . . . For instance, when you recognize negative fearful thinking, 
you can immediately supplant such thoughts with positive imagery and 
productive self-talk. When you identify growing physical tension, you can 
engage in slow, deep breathing and redirect your thinking to a calming 
topic.” He went on, “the impact of improving the quality of your thinking 
can’t be overstated both in terms of immediate results and long-term 
improvement. The goal is to modify your thinking in ways that will help you 
solve problems – instead of wallowing in them, challenge them . . . and 
compel intelligent action toward your goal – instead of backpedaling at the 
first sign of adversity,” he concluded. 

Your attitude to situations determines whether you’ll be triumphant or 
trodden down, by them. This gives credence to the saying that “when the 
going gets tough, the tough gets going.” You don’t need to shrink at the 
face of adversity or challenges, “If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy 
strength is small” (Proverbs 24:10). Sometimes, out of fear, your mind or 
thoughts create a picture bigger than the problem you are really facing. But 
when you gather yourself together, trying to control your thoughts, you will 
begin to confess positively. At this point, you are already half way through 
to your victory! Talk about feelings? Of course, at times your feelings 
motivate and encourage you but at other times, they pull you down; so, 
your feelings should not be the sole basis of your actions. 

Now as a child of God, who has been washed in the blood of the Lamb, 
you need to be wiser than the learned men and women of this world. You 
have Jesus Christ “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). You have better principles and surer paths to 
victory, and to flying above your mountains and staying atop your  
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challenges in life. We will consider them. Your actions and decisions must 
be based on Christ and all He accomplished for you at Calvary. 

This is the life of a Christian; a life of Faith. “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). A life of faith in Christ will not always be easy but 
it is the only life that surely offers you victory in all circumstances. “Now 
faith is the substance  of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith believes what God says in His word though you 
have no visible or immediate proof, other than that God has said it. You 
received Christ by faith, were forgiven of your sins by faith, led by the Spirit 
by faith, even healed by faith. Likewise overcoming your challenges in life is 
by faith; it is no different. 

It is only when you fail to use the eyes of faith to view that situation which 
is before you, that the devil will magnify it and present it like a mountain. 
And once he succeeds in doing this, he brings in fear inside you and uses 
this to pin you down to your problem. Your focus on Christ and the cross 
shifts. Then you may start seeking for other alternative solutions, which are 
not helpful at all but worsening. Any other thing will fail but faith solidly 
built on Jesus Christ can never fail; it stands the test of time. Jesus, when 
on the Cross, declared, “it is finished!” Your sins, sicknesses, sorrows and 
sufferings have been laid to the cross. Receive this by faith – this is the 
number one step to climbing your mountain. Then, like the apostles you 
can cry out, “Lord, increase our faith.” This can be your prayer today; for faith 
is the victory that overcomes the world. “For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). 

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strongholds.” They are mighty through the 
power of the Holy Ghost. The second weapon to your surmounting your 
mountain is the weapon of prayer. You increase your faith through prayer 
and also exercise your faith in prayer. What is that problem that is standing 
before you like a mountain? Why not prayerfully make your confession of 
faith? “Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel (put your 
name here) thou shalt become a plain: and he (I) shall bring forth the 
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it” 
(Zechariah 4:7). The mountain here before Zerubbabel was a spiritual one. 
What is that mountain before you? Is it that of unsaved husband, wayward 
children, difficult in-laws, family members, childlessness, joblessness even 
as a graduate, troublesome neighbors, incurable or chronic sickness so-
called, demonic attacks and oppressions, failure in almost all you lay your 
hand to do, crisis in the family, constant denial of your rights because of 
your faith in Christ? Just like Zerubbabel’s mountain, the word of authority  
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to it is that it shall become a plain. It shall be rooted out in Jesus’ name. 

“And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily 
I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to 
pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith” (Mark 11:22,23). Prayer and 
faith go together. Exercise your authority in prayers and believe what you 
have decreed. Prayer means pouring your heart before God Who alone can 
help you. How we need to pray! When you pray, you create things and 
bring them to being. The authority has been given; use it. How is your 
prayer life? Learn to take everything to God in prayer, no matter how big 
or little. Hold hands with your believing husband in agreement and make 
the decree. “Again, I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 18:19). Remember “. . . What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them” (Mark 11:24). “. . . Men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint” (Luke 18:1). 

“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: 
and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and 
immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were 
loosed” (Acts 16:25-26). Beloved, you are to offer the sacrifices of praise 
unto God no matter the surrounding circumstances; in joy or pain. Prayers 
ask but praises receive. If all else fail, try praise! Praise works wonders. 
When you praise God, you move Him to do the impossible. Some people 
only praise God when the going is good. It ought not so to be. Do you 
know that some challenges in your life are for God to show forth His 
power and omnipotence through them? Have you forgotten Job? Did he 
ever know that God was trying to prove a point to the devil? Beloved, as a 
child of God, who is faithful in all his ways, God will never leave you in 
that situation, but he wants to work out His glory in your life. Paul and 
Silas from our text prayed and praised God and ALL the doors were 
opened. The whole prison and prisoners felt and witnessed the power of 
God. There and then souls were converted to Christ. Sister, no mountain is 
too high for you. Keep on praising God after speaking to your mountains. 
He knows what you are passing through. He may want to use your 
condition to reach out to others too and to perfect His praise. So, why not 
praise Him? “In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Will you stop 
grumbling and start to praise God today? The path to victory is simply this: 
“Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication  
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with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” 
(Philippians 4:6). The songwriter says, “Sing when your trials are greatest; Never 
give up to your sorrows.” Don’t also forget that he/she who sings prays twice. 
The Bible the word of God is a mine of treasure. Wonderful and sure 
promises of God assuring us of His help and grace in times of need are 
replete therein. We only need to appropriate these promises to ourselves 
and our situations. But the question is: how can we claim these promises 
when we don’t study the word of God to know them? “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom . . . This book of the law shall 
not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success” (Colossians 3:16; Joshua 1:8). 

All you need to make it in life is in the Bible! No wonder the devil has 
closed the Bible of so many Christians and chocked their desire to hear the 
word of God. Jesus, when He was tempted by the devil, overcame him 
with the written word of God. Jesus himself the captain of our salvation 
said, “. . . It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). How 
often do you attend Bible studies in the church to fortify yourself? When 
you attend, do you go as a serious seeker of the kingdom of God in these 
evil days? This brings in the issue of your quiet time with God. Is it still a 
time of hearing from God through His word? What about the family altar? 
All these will help to build your faith and trust in God, give you victory all 
day, and draw you closer to Him that has promised you victory. They also 
open the doors of blessings into your life and family as you start and end 
the day with God, feeding on His word. 

Do not seek for help elsewhere; no matter the kind of storm that is raging 
or however high the mountain may seem. The word of God warns, “Woe 
to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not 
of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they 
may add sin to sin” (Isaiah 30:1). The word is the only light that will tell 
you when you are being wrongly counselled. It is a light to your path. How 
you need to love the word of God! 

Worry and anxiety are not characteristic of the life of a godly child of God. 
You have God’s unfailing grace to see you through. Jesus has given unto us 
His peace, not as the world gives. Jesus says, “Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me . . . Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 
14:1,27). Peace! In the face of any mountain, peace! That is your secret to  
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victory. Note that Jesus repeated this twice in the same chapter where we 
read. In verse 18 of same chapter, Jesus promised He will never leave you 
comfortless. Why then is your heart troubled? Jesus cares for you more 
than you do for yourself. After all, it was for you He bled and died. So, 
what else can He not do for you? Lean on Him now and trust His love. 
Don’t worry; for this is but the night. The morning of joy will soon 
overtake your sorrows. “For his anger endureth but a moment; in his 
favor is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning” (Psalm 30:5). 

Beloved, I want you to understand that God will never allow any 
temptation greater than you to come your way (1 Corinthians 10:13). This 
is indeed why no mountain will be too high for you to scale through. 
Sometimes the challenge you face is part of the cross you have to bear as a 
Christian or a follower of Christ. “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If 
any man (woman) will come after me, let him (her) deny himself, 
(herself) and take up his (her) cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). As 
you press on the upward way the more you climb, the greater your 
challenges may be, but the greater the grace will be also; for “to him (her) 
more is given more is expected.” These seeming difficult circumstances 
or mountains challenge your faith and tend to ask you, “where is your 
God? Do you still believe Him?” This should draw you closer to God as 
you depend on His Omnipotence to strengthen your faith. Remember, no 
trials, no testimonies. No cross, no crown. No Rose without thorns. What 
are you facing? What is that scary mountain? You can go through! You can 
scale it! “God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall 
help her, and that right early” (Psalm 46:5). Do away with doubt and 
unbelief. “And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for 
verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 
shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you” (Matthew 
17:20). The authority has been given; speak to that mountain to move; 
Jesus said you can move your mountain, but you shall not be moved. There 
is hope for you then. You will come out triumphant. Storm of life will not 
swallow us. “For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his 
pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set 
me up upon a rock” (Psalm 27:5). God will set you upon a sure ground, 
upon a rock. You must not stay at the valley or bottom of that mountain. 
Praise God! There is a lifting! “When men are cast down, then thou 
shalt say, There is lifting up; and he shall save the humble person” 
(Job 22:29). 

Friend, all these promises of God are for His children and these principles 
can only work for those who know the God of heaven, who have believed  



Page | 20 
 

in the atoning blood of Jesus and have accepted Christ as their Lord and 
Savior and who are living a holy life “He shall deliver the island of the 
innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands” (Job 
22:30). So please maintain your integrity. No mountain will defy you. If you 
are yet not born again, then confess your sins to God and invite Jesus 
Christ into your life. It is only sin that prevents God’s hand and power 
from being manifested in our lives (Isaiah 59:1-2). If you have been visiting 
herbalists for “solution” to these problems, you must repent of this and 
desist from such henceforth. In case you’ve been given charms, 
concoctions, red or white or any color of cloth or candles, you must 
produce them for burning, including occult books. Do this with proper 
counseling from godly men and women of God. 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER  
IN CHILD TRAINING 

What would you do with a heavy burden? Would you be 
sorrowful or grumble or let it crush you or throw it off 

altogether, perhaps? But now, suppose the burden is a sack 
containing the most exquisite nuggets of fine gold, rare 

gems of purest diamond and a rich mix of other 
precious stones, what would you do with that 

heavy burden? Now your answer narrows down. 
You would certainly not be too eager to rid 

yourself of it, would you? 
You would not stand around the streets with it 

either, lest you lose your treasure. You would immediately draw up 
schemes for safe keeping in a bank, a private vault . . . isn’t that so? Well 
then, that is precisely what your child is, a treasure and sometimes what 
gives you a burden. Take your child by prayer to the Lord for safe keeping. 

Training the child through prayer implies that we covet partnership with 
God in parenting. God is the omniscient Father who gave them to us and 
who can guide us to train aright in the way He wants. Indeed, raising good, 
responsible children is a heavy responsibility. Responsible mothers the 
world over are agreed upon that fact. A true mother is a woman that has 
willingly chosen to bear the initial nine-month pregnancy responsibility, and 
then the additional responsibilities defined in many years of nurturing, 
protecting, training and sculpturing the character and personality of the 
child. That is a hard-work! The gift and potentials God has packed into the 
child are more prized than gold, diamond or any other known rare gem – if 
only you could see it! Such a gem should not be carelessly handled lest he or 
she be stolen from you by the basal ideals of an evil world waiting in the 
wings.  He/she should be brought to the Lord in fervent prayer for safe 
keeping.  And, really, there are several issues that demand daily fervent 
prayer in the life of your child. 

“Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run 
down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of 
thine eye cease. Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watches 
pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord: lift up thy 
hands toward him for the life of thy young children, that faint for 
hunger in the top of every street” (Lamentations 2:18,19). The challenge 
is clear. Too many forces are contending your child with you – the 
peer group, the night clubs, the drug cartels, the cults, in short, the 
world with its glitz and fads. If these are allowed to captivate your  
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child’s attention, he loses his or her innocence and you lose him or 
her to Satan, to the world and eventually to hell. That must not 
happen. You must fight it out in prayer before God. The Lord has 
promised to side you in the fight. “. . . Thus, saith the LORD, . . . I 
will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy 
children” (Isaiah 49:25). You may be physically separated from him by 
hundreds of kilometers at the moment, but your prayer can span all 
that distance and still reach him, unless of course you choose to 
worry rather than pray. “Be careful for nothing; but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:6,7). The testimony of a boy was told, who was 
already being corrupted through the influence of a bad friend. Not 
until the boy’s parent began praying for both boys that the Lord 
turned the situation around for good. How? The Lord brought about 
a separation by a distance of about 1000 miles, when the friend 
gained admission into a school out of town. As God would even have 
it, both friends later surrendered their lives to the Lord in their 
different far apart schools. 

No little detail of his life is too trivial or too early for you to bring before 
God. His conversion and spiritual steadfastness, ambitions and associates, 
his character and career choice, his future and family life, all are necessary 
subjects for your prayer. You can literally shape your child’s life and destiny 
in the prayer closet. Have you heard of the prayer of committal before; 
your personal, active prayer of faith by which you hand over your child’s 
entire life to the Lord in a trustee arrangement? Thereafter you cease to 
worry but keep on trusting God through whatever storms, that He is able 
to keep that which has been committed into His hands. You say like Paul, 
“I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.” 

Your prayer ministry towards your child goes with the various stages of his 
life, it must be tailored towards the varying degrees and species of 
challenges he faces as he marches through life. So then, how do you pray? 
First commence early. Begin right from the womb. Lay your hand on the 
unborn baby and pray the promises of God concerning his/her birth, 
childhood, youth, and adulthood. When the birth pangs begin you can even 
obtain grace to turn the attendant travail to prayer groans for the child. 
Secondly, continue earnestly. Many mothers lose their child to Satan in 
the gap between birth and teenage age. They cease praying for the child 
because he/she is still innocent concerning evil, or so they think. By the 
time they wake up to the realization of Satan’s in-roads into their “little  
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angel’s” life, the enemy would have gone far. So, pray for your child from 
birth through infancy to teenage and beyond. Establish eye contact with 
your infant; then recite the word of God and pray for him/her. Nursing 
times can serve your purpose well. Thirdly, combine effectively. Once 
your child is able to express himself in words or even babbles you are ready 
to introduce him into your prayer life. Raise simple prayer requests that the 
child can understand and appreciate.   Make   it   short   but   interesting.   
Explore innovative prayer methods such as conversational prayer, that is, 
you pray while he listens and responds with Amen; then he prays, and you 
respond likewise. Listening to your simple but earnest and sincere prayer 
helps him or her know how to talk to God. Jesus said, “If two of you shall 
agree. . .” The two can be you and your little boy, your teenage girl or even 
your married child. Fourth, communicate electronically. In later years 
when your child has left home and now lives very far away, you can still 
pray together electronically. If you feel a burden of prayer for your child or 
anyone else, modern technology makes it possible for you to pray with him 
on phone. You can actually hold a 15 or 30-minute prayer meeting on the 
phone at a time agreed with your child. The blessings that would follow 
would more than repay the fund expended. 

Prayer works! Worry kills! The songwriter, Joseph Scriven, was right on 
target when he wrote of the peace we often forfeit and the needless pain we bear, all 
because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. Bringing your children to God 
in prayers leaves you lighter, happier, more relieved and confident of divine 
intervention in your child’s affairs. Believe me, the feeling is good, and 
refreshing too Luke 18:1; Psalm 61:1-4. 

We should also share testimonies of God’s marvelous doings with them and 
ask them to also share their testimonies of answered prayers with us Psalm 
66:16-20 . 

If we must be effective in prayer for our children, we must be constant. It 
must not be a once-in-a while venture. The Scriptures say we should “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Saying that we are very busy as 
wives and mothers will be excuses that are not tenable. It was Spurgeon 
who said, “If I could not have minutes that I might spend in prayer by myself, I should 
pray all the same. Minute by minute, moment by moment, somehow or other, my heart 
must commune with my God. Prayer has become as essential to me as the heaving of my 
lungs and the beating of my pulse.” Nothing should hinder us from always 
praying for our children. Prayer can be woven around every activity and 
business of the day. And perhaps, if your schedule makes no room for 
times of prayer, you may need to re-consider your activities or, better still, 
set your priorities right. An old Methodist minister once said, “If you have so 
much business to attend to that you have no time to pray, depend upon it (just  
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understand) you have more business on hand than God ever intended you should have.” 
Faith is the missing ingredient in many mothers’ prayers. Often they pray in 
doubt and worry. They pray but confess negatively, often speaking into 
existence the problems that never really existed. “Say unto them, As truly 
as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do 
to you” (Numbers 14:28). Unfortunately, too, these negative confessions are 
poured directly into the children’s ears. Doubt-provoking and discouraging 
signs are often seen while we await the outcome of our prayers. Often we 
seem to experience the exact opposite of what we prayed for just before the 
expected answers would come. This is a test of faith; but many mothers fail 
such tests. Most of them even start looking for wrong alternative solutions 
at such moments. But, right at the corner are usually the answers to our 
prayers. And if we wait a little more in faith and positive scriptural 
confessions, no matter how far we are stretched, our miracle is sure to 
come. 

(Culled from Christian Women Mirror June 2006) 
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IF ROLES WERE  
REVERSED... 

Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this is the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12). The 
foregoing reference is what Bible believers call The Golden Rule.  Rightly 
so.  But have you ever considered the context in which Jesus uttered these 
words?  You have not, perhaps.  Now see, it was in the context of prayer, in 
the context of asking and receiving. He meant that if you expect to receive 
when you ask, then give when you are asked. In the context of marriage and 
family life, many men expect their wives to give all without demanding 
anything, while they keep receiving everything without giving anything. In 
their warped thinking, the wife should give love, submission and obedience 
to them, affection and attention to the children, care to their visiting 
relatives and even honour and respect to their friends. That would have 
been probably acceptable if only they were willing to reciprocate even half 
as much. 

The woman fills somewhat of a puzzling role. She has to manage the home, 
cook delicious meals, do the laundry, tend the children, look fit and trim, be 
available to her husband, and, very often, be a working-class woman 
earning salary. Everyone wants a chunk of her time: the depressed husband, 
the upset children, the ill-tempered boss, the often-inconsiderate in-laws 
and, of course, God, her Creator. The demands on the woman could wear 
anyone out, even a saint. Yet she has to smile at all times, rise from bed 
though tired, cook delicious meals from meager funds provided by some 
penny-pinching husband, and never complain of being left without 
assistance. Fair? Hardly. Love is reciprocal. The Master’s teaching is, “Give, 
and it shall be given unto you” (Luke 6:38). But women scarcely get in 
return from men the good measure of what they give. 

Now men, let us view the picture in our mind’s eyes and ponder on the 
scenario if roles were to be reversed. So, don your aprons, roll up your 
sleeves and let the home-keeping begin. First call, you were too late in bed 
and now at 5.00 am; up, up, breakfast must be ready before seven o’clock. 
What, can’t you see the sitting room is all a sight after the kids’ playtime last 
night? And, ah, the kids are still in bed and it is 6 o’clock already! Jenny, 
Tim and Angela (aged 5, 3 and 1 respectively) need to be prepared for 
school and crèche. Meanwhile, Angela is just getting to sleep after giving 
you an eventful night. Your head throbs and it’s only morning, yet, there 
are many such over-laden hours before bedtime? So, you dart back and 
forth from the kitchen to the bathroom. The clock ticks away and you must  
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be at the office by 8 o’clock. It was hectic but, well, you managed to pull 
through the morning household tasks. The children are all dressed up, 
breakfast is set, but you have to start preparing for the afternoon bit – 
school run, lunch, dinner . . . and finally literally drag your frame into bed 
for a much-needed rest. Sleep mercifully takes over the rejuvenation of your 
body but this is only Monday, four of such days are still ahead this week! 
Sometimes, this is even a best-case scenario; the worst-case scenario had 
better not be imagined. Imagine the attendant nervous breakdown, chronic 
depression, health breakdown and even sudden death reported among 
womenfolk all over the world! 

WOMAN RIGHTS OR HUMAN RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

A Nigerian newspaper reported an address recently delivered by a woman 
to some clergymen. The address had somewhat of a curious title: “Woman 
rights are human rights.” The speaker observed that “women work two-
thirds of the world’s working hours. In some countries, women perform up 
to 80 percent of the agricultural labor, bear and rear children, take care of 
the house, family, sick ones and loved ones. Women are the backbone of 
our societies and countries, yet, they are systematically denied all of their 
human rights.” While her observation may have some merit, the issue at 
stake transcends human rights. It is a matter of human righteousness. The 
natural man devoid of God’s transforming grace and righteousness is self-
centered and inconsiderate. The whole world revolves around him, and the 
wife is one of the satellites around his orbit, or so he thinks. This mindset is 
rooted in perverted ancient philosophies. Roman philosophy held that the 
woman exists solely for the pleasure of the man. While a wife she gives a 
man pleasure, later she gives him children, and in old age she weeps at his 
grave. A Greek orator, said, “We have whores for our pleasure, harlots for 
daily use, and wives for procreation of legitimate children, and faithful 
preservation of our property.” Never do they see a woman as a beautiful 
handiwork of the Almighty God, to be loved, honored and listened to. 

It was an important advance made in society when Christianity gave such a 
direction as “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife . . .” (1 Peter 3:7). Most religions 
of the world regard women as being worthy of little honour or respect. She 
has been considered as a slave or as a mere instrument to gratify the 
passions of man. Christianity came however and changed all that. One of its 
elementary teachings is that a woman is to be treated with respect and 
appreciation, primarily, because God has made her “a weaker vessel.” 
“Weaker” here does not necessarily refer to feebler capacity, or inferior 
mental endowments. It means that she is tender and delicate, more fragile 
and of finer composition both in body and mind. The woman is subject to  
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infirmities and weaknesses, less capable of enduring fatigue and toil, less 
adapted to the rough and stormy scenes of life. As such, she should be 
regarded and treated with special kindness and attention. 

WEAKER VESSEL HAVING GREAT STRENGTH 

Though made of finer, more delicate qualities, the woman possesses, and 
even demonstrates great strength, the likes of which many men know 
nothing about. The woman is the weaker vessel, yes, but she is strong and 
resilient, self- denying and resourceful, sensitive and refined, satisfying and 
refreshingly beautiful, self-controlled and resolute, responsible and reliable. 
Unfortunately, many men do not recognize, much less appreciate, these 
strengths in their spouses because their eyes are clouded over with false 
ideas of female inferiority. The truth is that many a “weaker vessel” has 
been the pillar of strength on which many a man has leaned and from 
which many of them also have leaped to higher heights. Thus, the saying 
that behind every successful man is a woman. 

Moral and spiritual strength in the godly woman reflects in her joyful 
submission to her husband, her life of joyful service in the home, her 
strength of character in the face of ill- treatment by uncooperative in-laws, 
and sometimes her resilience and fortitude in the painful process of 
pregnancy, labor and child delivery. A man of God opined that the man 
must be cruel indeed that would dare insult or assault his wife, that is, after 
sending her to the region of death to go fetch him a replica of himself. This 
brings us to the different kinds of husbands there are; look in the mirror 
and consider which one you are. 

DIFFERENT KINDS OF HUSBANDS 

“Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife 
Abigail: and she was a woman of good understanding, and of a 
beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his 
doings” (1 Samuel 25:2). The man mentioned here was a husband, a sour, 
sullen brute of a husband. His wife had to bear the full brunt of his 
churlishness. She was a fine specimen of womanhood; and he a villain. 
Never was there a day of lovers’ laughter in Nabal’s house, never a word of 
appreciation for his wife, never a moment of loving embrace, never a time 
of fruitful communication. What kind of husband would a drunk make? 
“And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his 
house, like the feast of a king; and Nabal's heart was merry within 
him, for he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or 
more, until the morning light” (1Samuel 25:36). The man was too married 
to his business and his alcoholic drinks enough to care for the love of a 
woman. Nabal was obviously a sinner in the sight of God; he was odious to  
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heaven and disagreeable to men. By his constant sinning and animalistic 
wickedness, he wore out God’s mercy. He was eventually struck dead and 
poor Abigail was released from the bondage of a miserable existence. Man, 
are you like that? Which kind of husband are you? 

Are you an angry husband or adoring husband, abusive husband or 
affectionate husband, absentee husband or accessible husband? Which kind 
of husband are you? Are you an adulterous husband or an abiding husband; 
an aggressive, assaulting husband or an appreciative, approving husband; an 
affronting husband or an affirming husband? Husband, are you 
apathetically arrogant or absolutely attentive? Are you loving enough to 
express appreciation to your wife for her many kind acts towards you and 
the children? 

Wrong ideas of masculinity that celebrate the absence of emotion in men 
have robbed many men of a rewarding family life. Never to feel 
appreciation for your woman but to stifle the feeling, is that being a man? Is 
it being a man to choke back at sincerely telling your wife, “Thank God I 
married you”? What do you call masculinity? Is it to see grace and not be 
able to commend it? To see virtue in your wife and not be able to 
appreciate it? Is that masculinity? I think not. Men, what is wrong in 
sending our wives into transports of joy by appreciating them to their face? 
Say an honest good word to your wife and watch how she goes about her 
day’s activities with light-hearted ease and unbelievable speed. An 
unappreciated wife is an enslaved woman, always seeing herself as miserable 
and in bonds. 

The virtuous woman’s husband was not one to feel shame at praising his 
wife or, even getting the children to do same. His words of commendation 
recorded down for our benefit are fulsome, generous, heartfelt and 
uplifting, “Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband 
also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but 
thou excellest them all” (Proverbs 31:28,29). What an encomium! 
Husbands’ duty far transcends mere verbal expressions however; it goes as 
far as purposeful actions. 

DUTIES OF KIND HUSBANDS 

Apostle Paul in his epistle to the Colossian Christians admonished 
husbands to “. . . love your wives, and be not bitter against them” 
(Colossians 3:19). Someone would consider this superfluous. But is it really? 
Doesn’t bottled up bitterness find expression in outward apathy to the 
welfare of the wife? Bitterness chokes out love, appreciation, fellowship. It 
saps off the sweet nectar of family harmony. “And be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for  
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Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32). 

Simply put, husbands owe their wives the fourfold duty of protection, 
provision, praise, and prayer. Only the ‘Nabals’ of this world will not seek 
to protect their wives from the verbal assaults of inconsiderate in-laws and 
neighbors. More importantly, husbands worth the name realize that “. . . if 
any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 
Timothy 5:8). Therefore, they place a premium on making necessary 
provision for their wives. Economic exigencies sometimes make it 
necessary for the wife to take up paid employment outside the home. While 
this may be permissible as supplementary income, it certainly does not 
absolve the husband from his financial responsibilities. In any case, 
Christian couples have found real benefit in operating a mutual financial 
plan. But it has to be mutual indeed! 

Prayer is one great duty godly husbands owe their wives. In weal or woe, 
pray for your wife. Rebekah was barren but Isaac, rather than criticize, 
despise, hate or even give the cold shoulder to her, “. . . entreated the 
Lord for his wife . . . and the Lord was entreated of him, and Rebekah 
his wife conceived” (Genesis 25:21). 

DO UNTO OTHERS AS YOU WOULD THAT OTHERS DO 
UNTO YOU 

What if you were the woman whose dream for pregnancy is unfulfilled, 
how would you want to be treated? “Therefore, all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is 
the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12). You would, in that case want to 
be empathized with, wouldn’t you? You would want to be treated with love, 
patience and understanding. Then do the same to your wife. If you were a 
woman heavy with pregnancy, and yet have to meet with the children’s 
incessant demands for care and attention, how would you want to be 
treated? Then do the same to your wife. If you had gone to the workplace 
to face the heat of the day, then came back and plunged into the kitchen to 
face the heat of the fire, how would you want to be treated? Please, do same 
to your wife. If you were sick and indisposed so the dinner isn’t prepared 
and yet you are hungry, how would you want to be treated? Do even so to 
your wife. If you have borne the heat of the kitchen, bearing scalds from 
hot water and cuts from knives perhaps, and then somehow, just somehow, 
the salt was a little bit over, and then you are the woman, how would you 
want to be treated? Do exactly the same thing to your wife; “for this is the 
law and the prophets.” If we stand, sit and put ourselves in the shoes of 
the wife and imagine how we should have been treated, things will change 
in our home. The complaints, criticisms would reduce, and we will manifest  
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more love, care and concern and our homes will be like the haven of rest. 
We would be happy; our wives would be happy and the children too. May 
the Lord help us as we pray to change the present situation in our homes in 
Jesus’ name.(Culled from Christian Women Mirror June 2006) 
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30 THINGS WIVES WISHED THEIR 
HUSBANDS KNEW 

The marriage institution is one in which we 
continue to learn. This is true because God has so 
designed marriage to be a coupling of two 
distinct individuals that are meant to 
compliment, not cancel out each other. He 
then installed within each man or woman a 
common longing for mutual comfort, 
companionship and fulfillment in the 
association. To achieve this goal, a man as 
well as his wife would need to understand the uniqueness, the mental and 
emotional make-up of the other partner. 

Too many men, however, do not seem to understand the emotional needs 
of their wives. They live in a vastly different world, grappling with their own 
needs and frustrations. Either they are unable to put themselves in a 
woman’s shoes, to see and feel what she experiences, or they are too 
preoccupied with their own work to listen to their wives. Women definitely 
have needs which men do not understand. 

This reason prompted the Christian Women Mirror to go to town recently to 
find out the desires of women concerning their marriages, especially what 
they expect from their husbands. Below, is a summary of the feedback 
received through questionnaire. The following list, we believe, is largely a 
representation of the heart cry of most, if not all, women. Although some 
of our findings are not new (they are as old as the marriage institution 
itself), yet they make all the difference between the woman enjoying her 
marriage or her enduring the relationship, and between a man enduring his 
wife or that man getting the best out of his wife. 

(1) Communication is of priority to the wives. Women said when men 
talk about themselves, the wives give both verbal and non-verbal 
support. Women are interested and engrossed in what their 
husbands have to say. But, unfortunately, the husbands appear to 
listen with only one ear when their wives talk. When they listen, all 
they probably want is the facts alone. Meanwhile, their wives 
would want them to catch and identify with the feelings behind the 
story. 

(2) Wives want companionship from their husbands. After all, this is 
one of the major reasons for getting married. They want their men  
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to crave their company above all else, that no matter how busy, 
they should find time for moments of togetherness along with 
their wives. 

(3) Wives also wished that men would make provision for the family a 
priority. That they provide for the needs in the family reasonably 
and on time, too. 

(4) Wives wished they would be genuinely respected for their roles as 
wives and mothers. They want to have a feeling of personal worth 
for the duties they perform at home, and wished their husbands 
would appreciate them and say so. When men don’t show this 
appreciation, it makes their wives feel inadequate, unappreciated 
and, sometimes, worthlessly enslaved. 

(5) A lot of women said they appreciate husbands that respect their 
views and opinions on issues. They feel loved when their men 
share their views with them and not put their opinions down as 
“women talk.” 

(6) The task of raising kids can be stressful, tiring and frustrating, 
especially when they are small. Wives said they would cope without 
complaining, nagging or falling into depression if only their 
husbands would understand and commend them for doing an 
admirable job. Unfortunately, they complain that most men come 
in from work and ask their wives, “Darling, what did you do all 
day?” implying through such question that the women had been 
idle all day and had not done anything worthwhile. 

(7) Wives admire and are proud of their husbands when they are 
committed and devoted to a calling in God’s vineyard. Those who 
are converted and have unbelieving husbands said their greatest 
desire is to see their husbands converted and serve God together 
with them. 

(8) Wives wished their husbands would be well-versed in the word of 
God so that they can take up their God-given position in the 
family as the priest of the home, directing things and taking 
decisions according to God’s standard. 

(9) Women respect their husbands more when they can vouch for 
their fidelity. 

(10) Wives appreciate men who pay attention to the spiritual and moral 
upbringing of their children and the upliftment of their wives. 
They appreciate it when their husbands pray with them on family  
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issues. That way, the men gain their commitment and undying 
loyalty, they said. 

(11) Wives want men who are dependable and show they love their 
wives more than their in-laws, men who would stand by them and 
defend them before in- laws if the need arises. 

(12) Women do not appreciate it when they are compared with other 
women outside – believer or unbeliever. They expect their men to 
love them unconditionally. 

(13) Wives wish to be constantly affirmed by their husbands. The 
response of virtually all the women interviewed is that they wish 
their husbands would affirm them by telling them, “I love you” as 
many times as possible even in a day. They claim it is a statement 
that makes them want to overstretch themselves for their men 
without looking back. Someone said, “You’re nobody till 
somebody loves you.” 

(14) A lot of women wished their husbands would show their love by 
buying them surprise gifts and presents – Just to show the 
husbands are thinking of them when they are not together. The 
gifts do not have to be expensive. 

(15) Women said they are hurt when their husbands forget special dates 
that are important to the relationship, like, wedding anniversary 
date. 

(16) Self-esteem is only generated by what we see reflected about 
ourselves in the eyes of other people, especially our loved ones. 
Therefore, wives expect their husbands to understand their 
temperaments and appreciate them for who they are. They love 
men who would defend them publicly before others who may not 
have a knowledge of their persons. Wives crave their husbands’ 
acceptance. 

(17) Some women, especially Christian women respondents, said they 
wish to see their husbands rested in the confidence and trust that 
they would do them (husbands) good all their days. 

(18) Wives said they feel more inclined to respond to their husbands’ 
intimate fellowship later in the day when their men had been 
loving, considerate and romantic all day, (not just love at night). 
They claimed it is sour and unexciting submitting to men who treat 
them as dumb and ugly in the daytime; but request their bodies at 
night. When they submit, it is only to keep peace at home. 
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(19) Women wished their men would buy clothes for them as they buy 
for themselves. They claim most men hide under the guise of “I 
need it for my office image” to buy only for self. Women too need 
to look presentable and neat. They wished their men would be 
selfless and generous, especially with attires. They should not wait 
for their wives to ask. 

(20) Most wives want the same gifts and financial care extended to the 
men’s family to be extended to theirs too. It promotes love. 

(21) Women expect that their husbands would plan the family’s 
finances with them, take crucial decisions with them and stick to 
joint decisions taken. They said some men allow too much external 
interference and, sometimes, change a joint-decision taken 
between them and their wives. The result is that women are hurt 
and do not feel committed to whatever is the final consequence of 
their men’s independent actions. 

(22) Women want their men to be men of integrity. They expect them 
to be men good at their work and honest in all their dealings at 
home. It does not matter if they are doctors or dock- workers, just 
men who are hard-working, just men they can be proud of and 
who the children can look up to. 

(23) Wives said, “they appreciate husbands who are patient with their 
shortcomings, who either correct them in love or overlook their 
mistakes.” None of the wives love men who flare up because the 
food was late, or the cooking was bad. 

(24) Women respect men who resist undue external influence from 
friends and relations, either from their own family or their wives’ 
family. 

(25) Women wish and love it when their husbands are involved in their 
wives’ jobs and career. They said they feel happy and fortunate to 
have men who offer useful counsels and suggestions to move their 
career forward. 

(26) Women thrive on compliments, especially when it is coming from 
the men they love. Wives want to receive compliments when the 
cooking is good, when the care of the children and even their 
devotion to their husbands are proper and when they dress well. 

(27) Wives also wished their husbands would continue to court or woo 
them, understanding the need to take them on outings once in a 
while. They want to go out with their husbands alone, at least to 



Page | 35 
 

break the monotony of home chores and . . . do something just for 
fun. 

(28) It is said that a family that prays together stays together. Wives 
love it when they are married to godly and prayerful men. They 
crave and look forward to the times shared together in prayer with 
their husbands. They know the immense blessings involved for the 
family. They know too that prayer knits the hearts of couples 
together. 

(29) The men who set time apart to spend with the children are a pride 
to their wives. Women wished their husbands would not be too 
preoccupied with their jobs and church involvements to the 
detriment of the children’s upbringing. Knowing that children see 
their fathers as their heroes, wives wished they will deliberately 
make time available to impart godly virtues into their children and 
discipline them. When men complement their wives’ efforts this 
way, they are able to give well-rounded young adults to the world. 
A pride for the family! 

(30) Wives said they love and respect men who have goals, who have a 
direction. They love men who plan and prayerfully project for the 
family’s future. It is a fearful thing to follow plan-less, visionless 
and goalless men. Men that plan and carry along their wives with 
their plans most often realize such goals. 

A successful husband and wife relationship begins with the attitude of the 
man; he has been ordained by God as the head of the family and the 
responsibility for its stability rests squarely upon his shoulders. He leads and 
the wife follows. There is no substitute for the Biblical prescription for 
marriage as found in Ephesians 5:25,28,29,31,33: The wisdom in it can 
never be replaced. It says: “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; . . . So, ought men to 
love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: . . . For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, 
and they two shall be one flesh . . . Nevertheless, let every one of you 
in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she 
reverence her husband.” 

The husband has the mandate of a loving leader for his family. He must 
recognize his wife’s feelings and hurts and take steps to end the pain. He 
must empathize and sympathize with his wife. What she wants, he wants 
and satisfies her needs. The wife too in response to his love, deeply 
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respects, praises and obeys her husband. If and when this scriptural 
standard is applied in the family, all the yearnings above would be desires 
accomplished. There would in essence be no need for broken hearts, 
shattered lives and ruined homes. Let us make our homes what God 
intends them to be, striving to live by God’s instructions and we would be 
the happier for it. May the Lord grant us His grace to be obedient in Jesus 
name. 

(Culled from Christian Women Mirror June 2006) 
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LOVE HIM FOR WHO HE IS 
Mary have had high hopes for a fulfilled life as wife to Jude. She is 
intelligent and resourceful, energetic and hardworking, ever determined to 
make a success of whatever enterprise she embarks upon. However, she is 
highly temperamental and impatient. Her character and disposition stand in 
sharp contrast to Jude’s. Jude is easy-going and complacent, unambitious 
and nonchalant, lacking in drive and initiative. Nevertheless, he is good 
natured, dependable, faithful and cheerful. These seemingly irreconcilable 
personality differences have time and again created severe tension, 
frustration and breakdown of communication, threatening separation 
between the couple. Mary had employed different strategies: nagging, 
quarrels, emotional manipulation to change her husband – all to no avail. 
They, however, still manage to get along. 

Jude’s lifestyle had to a large extent been determined by his family 
background. He lost his mother in his childhood days. His father, an addict 
to alcohol, was not only unstable in employment but also lived with another 
woman. In addition, he had unhappy relationship with his children. Jude 
felt rejected and did not trust anyone because he did not know what love, 
care and appreciation mean. He couldn’t give Mary what he never had. He 
takes life easy however, believing he has had the greatest shock of his life: 
the loss of a caring mother in his tender years. Mary on the other hand grew 
up under the watchful eyes of warm and loving parents. The tension that 
these differences generated was instrumental to first, Mary’s conversion, 
and later on, Jude’s, but they did not completely solve this problem.  

The knowledge that people have different personalities makes us to 
understand that husband and wife will not always approach decisions from 
the same angle. But there is strength in diversity. In the scripture, Abigail 
exemplified a woman who loved her husband, Nabal, despite their 
differences in personality. She was sensible, intelligent, endowed with 
practical wisdom, prudence, tact, meekness, modesty and patience, among 
other excellent qualities of hers. In contrast, her husband was ill- tempered, 
impolite and proud. These differences notwithstanding, Abigail used her 
sagacity to avert a bloody tragedy for the family. The statement of David 
attested to her sensitivity. “And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the 
LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me: And 
blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this 
day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine 
own hand. For in very deed, as the LORD God of Israel liveth, which 
hath kept me back from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and 
come to meet me, surely there had not been left unto Nabal by the 
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morning light any that pisseth against the wall” (1 Samuel 25:32-34). 

Love is oblivious of deformity, poverty and hardness of times. That is the 
way God expects you to live with the only man of your life, your husband. 
As a woman you should realize the fact that you have to make most 
sacrifices for the happiness of your family. God has endowed you with 
sterling qualities of which you dare not boast. “For who maketh thee to 
differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 
received it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7). 

You should see your husband as being unique. He is not like any other 
man. Therefore, love, cherish, care for and appreciate him. He may have 
some flaws, but you have too. He may have some faults; still love him as he 
is. The fact is that other men that appear, speak and act attractively have 
some faults too, which you may not be able to cope with. You cannot know 
this until you move very close or probably live with them for some time. 
Meanwhile for believers who married in the will of God, since God cannot 
make mistakes, He knows and gives His children the best. You should have 
confidence in His love and ability to have led you aright. Do not compare 
your husband with any other man, rather adjust and get along with him. 
Love what he loves, hate what he hates. Do what he likes and do not do 
what he dislikes, so far it does not contradict the word of God. He is your 
own husband and different from other husbands, just as you, the wife, are 
unique and different from other wives. You may not be equally talented. 
That is why God has brought you into his life – to complement what he 
lacks. You should as well know and accept that fact that there are some 
values and virtues that you lack which he will also complement. It takes 
experience, humility, understanding and wisdom to realize that you are 
made to complement each other, and not to duplicate qualities that are 
already in one. Therefore, he can never be you. He was not meant to be. 
With this understanding, all that used to irritate you and cause arguments 
would have no more roots in your life. 

Marriage is for companionship. Your husband wants you to fulfill this 
purpose in his life. You have to accommodate him and give him the time to 
adjust to your values. It is possible you are faster; slow down for him. You 
may be more spiritual; condescend to his level. You may be more educated; 
come down to his level of understanding. You may have more disciplined 
background; do not condemn him for what he was never taught or exposed 
to. Teach him by your humility and wisdom, like Mrs. Wigglesworth did to 
her husband. Your prayers can change him to become the husband of your 
dream. There is no one that God cannot change. It will only take prayer, 
patience and time. If you trust the Lord, your desire over your husband 
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shall surely be granted. Things will never continue like this. Things will 
definitely change. It depends on where you are expecting your change from. 
Expect it from God. “If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of 
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come” (Job 14:14). Before 
the change takes place, however, demonstrate your virtues as a godly, 
understanding and wise woman. An attempt to impose your ideas on him 
implies that you want to be his boss, a thing which most men detested and 
would resist. Your good ideas can become his, if only you bring them up at 
the right time, in the right manner and with prayers. The husband is the 
head of, not just the woman, but of the whole family. An attempt to subtly 
or boldly usurp this role will be quickly noticed and resisted. God has made 
him the head. “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body” (Ephesians 
5:23). 

Some wives do not know how to treat their husbands to win their love. 
“Some wives,” wrote an author, “insists upon keeping them (husbands) in a pickle, 
others are constantly getting them into hot water. This makes them sour, hard and 
sometimes bitter. Even poor varieties may be made sweet, tender and good, by garnishing 
them with kisses, wrapping them in a blanket of love, keeping them warm with a steady 
fire of domestic devotion, and serving with peaches and cream. Thus, prepared they will 
keep for years!!” Although she wrote in idioms, it is an eye-opener on how to 
preserve one’s husband. Apart from changing him by prayer, your attitude, 
prudence and action would go a long way in transforming him into the kind 
of husband that your heart desires. You should also remember that 
whatever you do to him will be reciprocated. This is illustrated by the story 
of a little boy who was playing one day when there was an echo. “Hullo!” he 
shouted. “Hullo” said echo. “Who are you?” he asked. “Who are you?” was the 
reply. And he fancied that some other boy was mocking him, and became 
very angry. “Why don’t you come out?” he cried. “Come out,” answered echo. 
Quite exasperated, he shouted: “I’ll fight you.” And the voice replied: “fight 
you.” Then the little fellow ran home and told his mother that there was a 
boy in the forest who mocked, made fun of, and threatened to fight him. 
His wise mother, who knew all about the echo, smiled, and said: “Run out 
again and shout: “I love you, and see what answer comes.” So, the child ran out and 
shouted: “I love you.” And echo replied: “I love you.” Is it not a beautiful 
lesson? If you make faces before the mirror, you see all the ugly looks 
reflected on its bright surface. And so, the people around us (including your 
husband) often reflect your own temper and speech. But we hardly know 
we are shapening the life and attitude of the people around us “Likewise, 
ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not 
the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation 
of the wives; While they behold your chaste conversation coupled 
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with fear” (1 Peter 3:1-2). 

It is imperative for every woman to develop the art of listening rather than 
always talking. As you listen to him, he will listen to you. As you labor for 
him, he will labor for you. As you love him, he will love you. As you leave 
parents, people, properties and precious things to cleave to him, he also will 
leave those things to cleave to you. What your husband and your home as a 
whole look like depends on you. “Every wise woman buildeth her 
house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands” (Proverbs 14:1). 
To build your house begins with winning the love of your husband through 
patience, respect and acceptance of him as he is. This could be very 
demanding as you have to take some practical steps to demonstrate your 
seriousness in achieving your goal. 

Some of the practical things you have to do to foster love, unity and peace 
in your home include the following:  

(1) Pardon him. An author writes: “forgiveness unlocks the door to healthy, 
happy relationship with the people we love.” It means unforgiveness 
closes the door to health, happy relationship and hinders the favor 
of God. There is every possibility of offending one another but we 
should keep on moving “Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Colossians 3:13). An author 
says: “Marriage is a life of forgiveness.” It is also said to be “falling in love 
always with the same person.” When you love him, you would overlook 
his offences?  

(2) Pray for him. The more you pray for a person, the more you love 
him or her. “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one 
for another . . .” (James 5:16). Even if he is not yet converted, you 
can pray him into the kingdom.  

(3) Pacify him. He may be offended by you, the children or any other 
person in the environment or place of work. Restrain him from 
grudge, malice, vengeance and “cold war.” Be humble enough to 
say sorry for your own offences.  

(4) Please him by all means, and cautiously and lovingly point out to 
him where he also hurts you, but do this at the right time. The 
right time may be when there is no friction and he is happy. You 
are to please your husband for “. . . She that is married careth 
for . . . how she may please her husband” (1 Corinthians 7:34b). 

(5) Prepare good food for him. It is often said that a man’s stomach 
is the shortest way to his heart. If anything, most men appreciate 
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good food and see the preparation of it as an integral part of 
marriage. Study him and know what he likes to eat and do not be 
too busy to prepare it for him. Some wives delegate this duty to 
housemaids and growing children, without adequate supervision. 
The result is that the husband that has little or no grace goes out 
and falls into the waiting hands of “outlandish” women who 
know how to handle the “spoon.” This may lead to indescribable 
consequences. “. . .Teach the young women to be sober, to love 
their husbands, to love their children, To  be discreet,  chaste, 
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 
word of God be not blasphemed” (Titus 2:4,5). 

(6) Present your treasures to him. Your treasures include your 
money, materials, secret matters and most treasured part of your 
life. What should you cover from the person whom you love and 
whose love you desire? Nothing! Behold, what you are trying to 
cover from him are being advertised to him outside. Give him the 
unreserved access to what is most precious to you, including your 
body.  “The wife hath not power of her own body, but the 
husband: and likewise, also the husband hath not power of his 
own body ( and other things), but the wife” (! Corinthians 7:4). 

(7) Purchase things for him. You may buy clothes for him and help 
him with all other needs that will make life comfortable for him: 
shoes, briefcase, wrist watch,, shaving stick, tooth brush, towel, 
handkerchief, traveling bag, or box etc.  You may discuss together 
about the change of his car and other things that he needs.  It will 
be appreciated.  How about his [people?  Respect them. Love hem 
and show genuine concern about their wellbeing.  How about his 
work and workplace?  Give encouraging counsel that would help 
him to overcome whatever stress and problems he is experiencing 
there.   

As part of your unconditional love for your husband, help him to develop 
spiritually and socially. See that he gets good Bibles, books and 
commentaries that would widen his spiritual horizon. If he is the reserved 
and unsociable type, you can wisely bring him out of his shell and launch 
him into a sociable life, within the orbit of the Scriptures. As you discover 
his faults, you should learn to overlook and be patient (1 Peter 4:18). You 
should not discuss him negatively before the children or outsiders, an 
example we can pick from mother Slessor who never spoke ill of the 
drunkard husband to the children till his death as a nuisance. If you sell him 
out as a bad man, the “buyers” would always have a negative impression of 
him even when he is a changed person. This is why it is dangerous to make 
slanderous remarks or cast aspersions on him. You should know your own 
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kind of husband – his likes and dislikes, his attitudes to things generally and 
his temperament. Our diverse temperament are divinely designed to 
complement each other. The Scripture recognizes the differences in gifts 
which also help to account for the differences in our traits. “Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on 
teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him 
do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth 
mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor 
that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another” 
(Romans 12:6-10). 

On a final note, you should realize that the source of all grace for 
righteousness, peace and love is God. There is no way you can love the 
unlovable without the transformation of your life and heart. This 
transformation is possible only through Christ. And He wants to transform 
you, not just to be able to love your husband and have a blissful home on 
earth, but to prepare you for eternal home of peace and joy. All you need 
do is to repent of your sins, surrender your heart and life to Him and pray 
that He would take absolute control of your life, character and emotions. 
He is interested in saving you and your household, delivering you from 
earthly and eternal sufferings. If you are already born again, commit your 
life and home to Him afresh, trusting Him for the grace to accept your 
husband and love him unconditionally. All will be well by His grace as you 
depend on Him. 

(Culled from Christian Women Mirror June 2006) 
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YOURS, MINE, AND OURS 
Breakfast so early, dear. I need to get these children set for school before 
7:30. If you can help in bathing them, then I can go about fixing the 
breakfast, sir. Please, I’ll appreciate it.” “Appreciate what?” said Mr. Cole. 
“Don’t let your head swell just because you are the one providing food in 
this house. You always forget that both you and your money are mine. I 
told you am very hungry and needs my breakfast immediately and you are 
saying ‘children’. You want me to come down to the level of bathing your 
children, simply because am jobless? Even if you make all the money in the 
world, you are still a woman; and am still the head of this home. Even the 
Bible says women should submit to men.” “Sorry Sir”, said Mrs. Cole, “it’s 
because the woman I approached to lend me some money to complete their 
school fees agreed to meet me in front of their school by 8 a.m. If I’m late 
she would be gone by the time I get there, and they will send these children 
back home again today.” “Wow, madam money wants to borrow money. 
You behave as if you have all the money in the world. If not, why should 
you put the two-year-old boy in school? And when my mother called to ask 
for money you couldn’t give her anything. Yet you are packing all the 
children to school. Go on bearing your burden – that’s how you want it. 
But just don’t let me go hungry in this house, again. Otherwise, I will throw 
you out and bring in a woman of substance.” 

This is a common scenario in many of today’s homes. The roles were not 
just reversed but totally loaded upon the shoulder of the woman. The 
woman provides the food, pays the rent, pays the children’s school fees, 
clothes the family, pays hospital bills when the need arises. Then she makes 
the home (furnishing and cleaning), cooks the meals, does the shopping etc. 
Consequently, she has to take up an employment in order to meet up with 
these load of responsibilities while the husband sits at home glued to the 
TV or video set or read newspapers. He only goes out to see a few friends 
in their workplaces, chat away his time and come back home, ready to 
attack and terrorize the wife and children. The picture is really bad. 

A marriage may be made in heaven, but the maintenance must be done here 
on earth, someone has rightly noted. The challenge of being married is 
actually learning to keep that relationship alive, romantic and interesting 
throughout the life of the union. The couple must be devoted to each other 
and share the joys and sorrows of their married life together. 

However, as the husband, the God-given position you occupy automatically 
confers on you certain responsibilities to fulfill to keep your marriage as 
yours, alive and blossoming. 
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HUSBAND: FAMILY’S PATTERN OF LOVE 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; . . . So, ought men to love their wives as their 
own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever 
yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the 
Lord the church: . . . Therefore, shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” 
(Ephesians 5:25,28,29; Genesis 2:24). Your first duty as a husband is to love 
your wife. This is a commandment, not an option. That is why you need to 
ask God for the grace to do this as His child. If you are not born again, you 
repent and accept Christ even now for then will you be able to love as God 
instructed. On this principle is wrapped up some other duties that make 
your relationship with your wife really enjoyable and smooth. 

HUSBAND: WIFE’S PARTNER AND FAMILY PROTECTOR 

“Therefore, shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). This 
demand is closely related to the demand of loving your wife. Once you love 
your wife as God demands, you naturally cleave to her. You cannot be 
closer to any other person than the bone of your bones and the flesh of 
your flesh. You maintain and guard her. God gave this injunction in the 
Garden of Eden when he brought Eve to Adam. And so, undisputedly, the 
marriage union is that of leaving to cleave. You leave every other 
relationship and cleave to this woman. Allowing a third party or anything 
between you and her is to put the union in jeopardy. You do not allow in-
laws to intrude into the relationship, or to ask unreasonable questions about 
your wife, that will tend to undermine your private lives or that may gender 
misunderstanding between you and your wife. 

HUSBAND: FAMILY’S PROVIDER 

“And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it” (Genesis 2:15). God empowered Adam 
and ensured Adam was properly occupied. There was no use staying idle. 
This way , God became the first employer of labor. Adam was made to 
work in the immediate environment he found himself, canceling out any 
excuse for staying jobless. Man must prayerfully look around him; for there 
is something to do to feed his family. This is why a man must be gainfully 
employed before marriage. Adam was already working before God brought 
Eve to him. God would not have brought an added responsibility of taking 
care of a wife upon Adam if Adam did not prove himself capable of 
dressing the field. Therefore, as a husband, it is your responsibility to 
provide food, shelter, clothing and other necessities of life for your wife and 
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children. Your financial provision should be felt in the home. You will feel 
accomplished and at home when your family eats from your own sweat. 
Don’t allow them to look elsewhere. It destroys your self-esteem and 
undermines your position as the head of the home. Apostle Paul puts it this 
way: “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 
Timothy 5:8). 

HUSBAND: FAMILY’S PONTIFF (Spiritual head) 

As the head of the union and home, you are to lead your family spiritually. 
Pray and study the word of God with your wife and children. You are to 
make sure that the family devotion is observed with all seriousness, as this 
is the powerhouse of the Christian home. It is advisable and most 
rewarding if you and your wife pray together first and have fellowship with 
God before waking up the children. This strengthens the tie that binds the 
two of you (Matthew 18:19). Remember, a family that prays together stays 
together. You are the bishop of your home. When you are asleep spiritually, 
the enemy breaks into your home and sows’ tares of bitterness, unforgiving 
spirit, worldliness, backsliding in the things of God and sicknesses. Strange 
things may begin to happen in your relationship and home. “Watch ye, 
stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Corinthians 
16:13). 

Beloved brother, you need the grace of God through Jesus Christ the Lord. 
You must invite Him to be the Leader, Head, Owner and Breadwinner of 
your life and home. Why delay? Invite Him into your life and home today 
and you will have a glorious story to tell concerning your marriage and 
family. Don’t be too busy, too naive, or too unenthusiastic to shift any of 
the above responsibilities to your wife. 

WIFE: A CONFIDENT HELP–MEET 

“And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him an help meet for him” (Genesis 2:18). Man needed 
a mate and so God solved that problem and made a help meet for him, thus 
God perfected the work of creation. God made you the wife to be your 
husband’s help meet. This is a divine assignment for the woman. You help 
your husband to be what he was meant to be, to fulfill his dreams and 
aspirations. You help him to fulfill God’s call and destiny for his life and 
your lives together. 

God has made him who he is and to specification so that the only woman 
that truly fits that man is you. As a helpmeet you need to encourage, 
support and stay by your husband in his efforts to be the man he should be. 
Give him more compliments than criticisms; he gets more than enough of 
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criticism outside. So, your complaints and comparisons act like depressants 
while your compliments are like stimulants to him. When your husband has 
your full support and admiration, nothing will be huge for him to 
accomplish. Remember you are there to help him up, and not to pull him 
down with your actions or words. Know when he is in the right mood and 
or when he has something disturbing his mind and offer your suggestions 
and encouragement which he always yearns for, though he might not tell 
you this. Urge him to move on. With your support, your husband will go 
places. 

WIFE: A COMPLEMENTARY SUBORDINATE 

“Wives submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the church: and he is the Savior of the body. Therefore, as the church 
is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
everything” (Ephesians 5:22-24). God designated the husband as the 
undisputed head of his wife – “Unto the woman he (God) said, I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he 
shall rule over thee” (Genesis 3:16). Note that the society did not assign the 
position of leadership to your husband; he was divinely appointed your 
head and leader of his family (1 Corinthians 11:3). 

God made you to complement your husband, and not to control him. 
Submission is the word here. Even when God has so much blessed you that 
you almost equally contribute to the financial need of the home or you are 
even more highly secularly placed and more educated than your husband, 
you must have to submit to that man as unto Christ. This is the Bible 
command, in everything, except where sin is involved, or the laws of God is 
at stake. A saved woman will not make her husband feel threatened or 
insecure through her refusal to submit. Even if you have an unsaved 
husband, the Bible instructs: “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation (attitude, submissive 
conduct) of the wives; While they behold your chaste conversation 
coupled with fear” (1 Peter 3:1-2). Therefore, there is no excuse in favor of 
disobedience or insubordination to your husband. It is even an avenue to 
win the unbelieving husband. The Bible is clear on this: “they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation of the wives.” The spirit 
of gentleness and submissiveness is winsome, because you are obeying 
God’s command when you live in submission to your own husband. 
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WIFE: A COMPANION AT HOME 

God declared it is not good for the man to be alone. You are to be your 
husband’s companion, always very close and dear to his heart. Your 
husband has plans and dreams and needs to share with you. He has left 
mother and father and is now cleaving to you; stay nearby. He longs for 
your company. He needs your attention. How do you attend to this man 
God has given you? Do you make out time to be with him and listen to 
him? Don’t be too busy for this nearness and rapport. Do you know his 
favorite food, and color, etc., and what interests him most? What makes 
him happy and what does he distaste? Are you careful as a wife and 
companion to detect all these? Draw closer to your husband, feel his pulse 
and be happier for it. Don’t allow another woman, or even men, to get 
closer than you to him. 

WIFE: A CONFIDANT AT HEART 

Keep your husband’s secret, secret. The first quality of the virtuous woman 
of Proverbs 31 is that of trustworthiness. “The heart of her husband doth 
safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil” (Proverbs 
31:11). No one wants his secrets leaked, including your husband’s. If your 
husband is fond of saying, “make sure you don’t tell anybody”, or will 
always demand you promise to keep what he tells or wants to tell you to 
yourself, you may need to check up your life. Are you a tale-bearer or busy-
body in other men’s affairs? You need to repent and call on God to set a 
watch over your mouth. A Christian woman should not keep company with 
gossips or tattlers. If your husband is not as open to you as he ought to, 
check up your life. A woman must be grave and quiet. As one flesh you 
were meant to plan and share together. Do not let out information to his 
people and/or your own people without his knowledge and consent. 

WIFE: A CONSCIENTIOUS HOME MAKER 

The woman is the homemaker. Without the wife, the man is just living in a 
house but when the wife comes into the house, a home is made, and a 
family begins. That is how God designed it to be. God made the woman 
and brought her to the man (Adam) and instituted marriage. You stand 
between your husband and the children. You are the center and the pivot of 
your home. As you make your home or want it to be, so will it be – heaven 
on earth or a den of confusion. “Every wise woman buildeth her house: 
but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands” (Proverbs 14:1). You are 
to bring in sunshine and joy into the home. Your absence should be felt by 
all while your presence must be cherished by all in the home. “She looketh 
well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of 
idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband 
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also, and he praiseth her” (Proverbs 31:27-28). The secret is that your 
relationship with your husband determines how your family will look like. 
Put on the right attitude; give your husband his rightful position and put the 
right things in place and you will rejoice in time to come. Remember also 
that you mould your children by your character towards your husband. The 
girls follow after you and the boys watch daddy’s reactions closely, too. 
Thus, you affect their lives directly and indirectly and they will build their 
homes after your pattern. How are you building? Be wise. Ask God to help 
you. You can only achieve the best and be your best for God when you 
allow Christ to rule and reign in your heart and home. 

(Culled from Christian Women Mirror June 2006) 
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LET’S GET TALKING 
Mrs. Posoni had resolved not to talk to her husband again after his 
comment that she lacks common sense, because she kept pressing the 
toothpaste tube in the middle, instead of from the bottom as he had 
repeatedly taught her. One thing led to another and there was a breakdown 
in communication. Now things have grown worse. 

Various problems, sometimes insignificant, make many marriages mixtures 
of crosses, sparks, frictions, conflicts and cold wars, often leading a spouse 
to apply the cold shoulder and silent treatment to the other. Experience has 
shown that breakdown in communication in homes has been the ruin of 
many broken homes. It is very necessary to understand the issue of getting 
along by talking and be ready to put whatever it takes into it no matter what 
happens. The man who gets ahead is the man who does more than is 
necessary – and keeps on doing it. Do not allow breakdown in 
communication; for it breaks the bonds of love. You must keep the channel 
open. Talking to one another is a way of revealing or conveying one’s mind 
or intentions well. Communication can be verbal or non-verbal (by action 
or body language). The essence of talking is to make yourself clear, 
removing every wrong assumptions and suspicions in the other’s mind, in 
order to enhance understanding and healthy relationship. Most conflicts in 
homes will disappear if couples will learn to speak “right words” “gracious 
words”, “sound words”, “pleasant words”, “words of the wise” and words 
that are seasoned with salt (Job 6:25; Ephesians 4:29; Proverbs 16:24; 
Colossians 4:6). Deliberate effort must be put into talking to each other 
clearly, concisely and completely with care and concern for the partner. 
James 3:13 says, “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom.” 

Communication means sharing of minds, hearts, information, feelings etc., 
one with another. If our conversation is positive and good, we know it by 
spelling the word communicating thus: 
C Commence with communing with and committing yourself to God 

– because life is fragile and must be handled with prayer. 
O Observe and obey God’s word as it concerns marriage relationship – 

Husband love your wife; wife submit yourself unto your own 
husband as unto the Lord. 

M Mind and moderate your speech – “. . . Let every man be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James 1:19). 

M Manifest and maintain love for one another. “If slighted, slight the 
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slight and love the slighter.” 
U Understudy and understand your spouse’s language to avoid 

misunderstanding him/her. 
N Note and Nurture the strength of your partner – It is usually best to 

be generous with praise, but cautious with criticism. 
I Ignore and intercede to God on behalf of your spouse’ s 

weaknesses. 
C Consider and consent to your spouse’s suggestions and ideas. This is 

stooping to conquer. 
A Advice and admonish one another with the word of God “Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 
3:16). 

T Tenderly touch and tease him/her, tempering your talks with a good 
doze of smiles and laughter, giving treats and pat on the back, etc. 

I Intelligently initiate communication with your spouse by discussing 
things of interest with him. 

N Never neglect settling scowls or grudges before sleeping; for the 
heaviest thing a person can carry is a grudge. 

G Genuinely give your time to listening to your spouse. 
Communication pitfalls to avoid 

1. Do not hurry into any conversation before saying a word or two in 
prayer to God. If you hurry, the probability of his misinterpreting 
you is high. 

2. Do not delay apology when necessary. 
3. Do not allow distractions, wondering thoughts or absent-

mindedness. 
4. Avoid bringing past offenses into present situation in your speech. 
5. Avoid self-defense, self- glorification and self-justification. 
6. Avoid unrestrained criticism and condemnation when you speak. 
7. Don’t be insincere but speak the truth in wisdom. 
8. Avoid personal attacks or shifting blames. 
9. Avoid answering questions with questions. 
10. Avoid explosion, silent treatment or communication breakdown. 

You must get on talking and talking right. 
(Culled from Christian Women Mirror June 2006) 
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REVIVAL OF LOVE AND FAITH 
IN THE HOME 
Adapted from By Roy Hession 

Thousands of years ago, in the most beautiful garden the world has ever 
known, lived a man and a woman. Formed in the likeness of their Creator, 
they lived solely to reveal Him to His creation and to each other and thus 
to glorify Him every moment of the day. Humbly they accepted the 
position of a creature with the Creator – that of complete submission and 
yieldedness to His will. 
Because they always submitted their wills to His, because they lived for 
Him and not for themselves, they were also completely submitted to each 
other. Thus, in that first home in that beautiful garden there was absolute 
harmony, peace, love and oneness, not only with God but with each other. 
Then one day the harmony was shattered, for the serpent stole into the 
God-centered home, and with him – sin. And now, because they had lost 
their peace and fellowship with God, they lost it with each other. No 
longer did they live for God – each lived for himself. They were each their 
own god now, and because they no longer lived for God they no longer 
lived for each other. Instead of peace, harmony, love and oneness, there 
was now discord and hate – in other words, SIN! 
Revival Begins at Home 
It was into the home that sin first came. It is in the home that revival first 
needs to come. Revival is desperately needed in the church – in the 
country – in the world. But a revived church with unrevived homes would 
be sheer hypocrisy. It is the hardest place, the most costly, but the most 
necessary place to begin. 
But before we go on, let us remind ourselves again of what revival really 
is. It simply means a new life in hearts where the spiritual life has ebbed – 
but not a new life of self-effort or self-initiated activity. It is not man’s life, 
but God’s life, the life of Jesus filling us and flowing through us. That life 
is manifested in fellowship and oneness with those with whom we live – 
nothing between us and God, and nothing between us and others. The 
home is the place before all others where this should be experienced. 
But how different is the experience of so many of us professing Christians 
in our homes – little irritations, frayed tempers, selfishness and 
resentments; and even where there is nothing very definitely wrong 
between us, just not that complete oneness and fellowship that ought to 
characterize Christians living together. All the things that come between 
us and others come between us and God and spoil our fellowship with 
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Him, so that our hearts are not overflowing with divine life. 
What Is Wrong with Our Homes? 

The first thing that is wrong with so many families is that they are not 
really open with one another. We live so largely behind drawn blinds. The 
others do not know us for what we really are, and we do not intend that 
they should. Even those living in the most intimate relationships with us 
do not know what goes on inside – our difficulties, battles, failures, or 
what the Lord Jesus has to cleanse us from so frequently. This lack of 
transparency and openness is ever the result of sin. 
The first effect of the first sin was to make Adam and Eve hide from God 
behind the trees of the Garden. They who had been so transparent with 
God and with one another were then hiding from God, because of sin; 
and if they hid from God you can be quite sure that they soon began to 
hide from one another. There were reactions and thoughts in Adam’s 
heart that Eve was never allowed to know and there were like things 
hidden in Eve’s heart too. 
And so it has been ever since. Having something to hide from God, we 
hide it, too, from one another. Behind that wall of reserve, which acts like 
a mask, we cover our real selves. Sometimes we hide in the most 
extraordinary way behind an assumed jocular manner. We are afraid to be 
serious because we do not want others to get too close and see us as we 
really are, and so we keep up a game of bluff. We are not real with one 
another, and no one can have fellowship with an unreal person, and so 
oneness and close fellowship are impossible in the home. This is what the 
Scripture calls "walking in darkness" – for the darkness is anything which 
hides (1 John 1:6). 
The Failure to Love 

The second thing that is wrong with our homes is our failure really to love 
one another. "Well," says somebody, "that could never be said of our 
home, for no one could love one another more than my husband and I 
love each other!" But wait a minute! It depends on what you mean by 
love. Love is not just a sentimental feeling, nor even strong passion. 
The passage in First Corinthians 13 tells us what real love is, and if we test 
ourselves by it we may find that after all we are hardly loving one another 
at all, and our behavior is all in the opposite direction – and the opposite 
of love is hate! Let us look at some of the things that the passage tells us 
about love. 
Love is longsuffering (patient) and is kind. 
Love vaunteth not itself (does not boast), is not puffed up (is not 
conceited). 
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Love does not behave itself unseemly (is not rude), seeketh not her own 
(is not selfish), is not easily provoked (does not get irritated), thinketh no 
evil (does not entertain unkind thoughts of another). 
How do we stand up to those tests in our homes? So often we act in the 
very opposite way. We are often impatient with one another and even 
unkind in the way we answer back or react. 
How much envy, too, there can be in a home. A husband and wife can envy 
the other his gifts, even his spiritual progress. Parents may be envious of 
their children, and how often is there not bitter envy between brothers and 
sisters. 
Also "not behaving unseemly," that is, courtesy, what about that? 
Courtesy is just love in little things, but it is in the little things that we trip 
up. We think we can "let up" at home. 
How "puffed up" – that is, conceited – we so often are! Conceit comes 
out in all sorts of ways. We think we know best, we want our way, and we 
nag or boss the other one; and nagging or bossing leads on to the 
tendency to despise the other one. Our very attitude of superiority sets us 
up above him. Then, when at the bottom of our hearts we despise 
someone, we blame him for everything – and yet we think we love. 
Then what about "seeking not our own," that is, not being selfish? Many 
times a day we put our wishes and interest before those of the other one. 
How "easily provoked" we are! How quick to be irritated by something in 
the other! How often we allow the unkind thought, the resentful feeling 
over something the other has done or left undone! Yet we profess there 
are no failures in love in our homes. These things happen every day and 
we think nothing of them. They are all of them the opposite of love and 
the opposite of love is hate. 
Impatience is hate, envy is hate, conceit and self-will are hate, and so are 
selfishness, irritability, and resentment! And hate is SIN. "He that saith he is 
in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now" (1 John 2:9). 
What tensions, barriers and discord it all causes, and fellowship with both 
God and the other is made impossible. 
The Only Way Out 

Now the question is, do I want new life, revival, in my home? I have got 
to challenge my heart about this. Am I prepared to continue in my present 
state, or am I really hungry for new life, His life, in my home? For not 
unless I am really hungry will I be willing to take the necessary steps. 
The first step I must take is to call sin, sin (my sin, not the other person’s), 
and go with it to the Cross, and trust the Lord Jesus there and then to 
cleanse me from it (1 John 1:9). 
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As we bow our neck at the Cross, His self-forgetful love for others, His 
longsuffering and forbearance flow into our hearts. The precious blood 
cleanses us from the unlove and ill will and the Holy Spirit fills us with the 
very nature of Jesus. First Corinthians 13 is nothing less than the nature of 
Jesus, and it is all a gift to us, for His nature is ours, if He is ours. 
This blessed process can happen every single time the beginnings of sin 
and unlove creep in, for the cleansing fountain of blood is available to us 
all the time. 
All this will commit us very definitely to walking the way of the Cross in 
our homes. Again, and again we will see places where we must yield up our 
rights, as Jesus yielded up His for us. We shall have to see that the thing in 
us that reacts so sharply to another’s selfishness and pride is simply our 
own selfishness and pride, which we are unwilling to sacrifice. We shall 
have to accept another’s ways and doings as God’s will for us and meekly 
bend the neck to all God’s providences. That does not mean that we must 
accept another’s selfishness as God’s will for him – far from it – but only 
as God’s will for us. As far as the other is concerned, God will probably 
want to use us, if we are broken, to help him see his need. Certainly, if we 
are parents, we shall often need to correct our child with firmness. But 
none of this is to be from selfish motives, but only out of love for the 
other and a longing for his good. 
Our own convenience and rights must all the time be yielded. Only so will 
the love of the Lord Jesus be able to fill us and express itself through us. 
When we have been broken at Calvary, we must be willing to put things 
right with others – sometimes even with the children. This is so often the 
test of our brokenness. Brokenness is the opposite of hardness. Hardness 
says, "It is your fault!" What a different atmosphere will begin to prevail in 
our homes when they hear us say, "I am wrong." 
Let us remember that at the Cross there is room for only one at a time. 
We cannot say, "I was wrong, but you were wrong too. You must come as 
well!" No, you must go alone, saying, "I am wrong." God will work in the 
other more through your brokenness than through anything else you can 
do or say. We may, however, have to wait – perhaps a long time. 
But God will surely answer our prayer and bring the other to Calvary too. 
There we shall be one. There the middle wall of partition between us will 
be broken down. There we shall be able to walk in the light, in true 
transparency, with Jesus and with one another, loving each other with a 
pure heart fervently. Sin is almost the only thing we have in common with 
everyone else, and so at the feet of Jesus where sin is cleansed is the only 
place where we can be one. Real oneness conjures up for us the picture of 
two or more sinners together at Calvary. 
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Taken from The Calvary Road by Roy Hession. Copyright © 1950 Roy Hession 
Book Trust. Used by permission.  
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